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■ MUNICIPAL FINANCE 


■ COURT: Ian Thomson charged with two counts of careless storage of a firearm 


Port taxes 
up 3.95% 

MARYANNE FIRTH 

InPort News Staff 

PORT COLBORNE — The pockets 
of Port Colborne’s average home- 
owner will be about $50 lighter this 


City councillors passed the 2012 
operating and capital budgets 
recently, bringing in a 3.95% tax hike. 



Firebomb victim fired 3 rounds 
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‘I had no choice but to leave my house’ 



DAVE JOHNSON Staff Photo 


Ian Thomson, left, and his lawyer Ed Burlew walk out of the Welland courthouse after the first 
day of Thomson's trial on two charges of careless storage of firearms. 


FROM PAGE 1 

But he didn’t fire that gun 
until the last Molotov cock¬ 
tail — at least three of the 
improvised devices had been 
thrown at his home already 
— came through his kitchen 
window. 

“I had no choice but to 
leave my house." 

Thomson was testifying in 
his own defence during his 
trial in a Welland courtroom 
last week. The 54-year-old is 
charged with two counts of 
careless storage of a firearm. 

Thomson's attorney, Ed 
Burlew, of Thornhill, had his 
client take the stand after 
the Crown had concluded 
its case. The Crown called 
two Niagara Regional Police 
constables and a sergeant to 
testify. 

Burlew first went through 
Thomson's past as it related 
to firearms. After serving 
in the Canadian Air Force, 
where he received training in 
operating long guns, hand¬ 
guns, machine guns and vari¬ 
ous other weapons, Thomson 
went on to teach courses in 
Canadian firearms safety 
and a Canadian restricted 
firearms safety course for the 
Canadian Firearms Centre. 
He taught hunter safety 
courses in Ontario and was 
a licensed firearms instruc¬ 
tor. He even worked with a 
former NRP firearms training 
officer. 

“On Aug. 22, 2010, were 
you licensed to have all those 
guns and were they reg¬ 
istered?” Burlew asked his 

“Yes,” said Thomson. 

Burlew then asked the man 


to walk through the events of 
that morning. 

It was about 6:30 a.m. and 
Thomson was asleep in his 
bedroom, but starting to 
wake up. 

“It was raining outside and 
I heard a car go by. I didn’t 
think much of it, I thought it 
was my neighbour at the end 
of the road.” 

Thomson’s home is only 
one of three on a rural road 
in northeast Port Colborne. 

When the car passed by 
again, he thought maybe 
his neighbour had forgotten 
something, 
but a few 

later he 
heard a 
pop, or 

outside his 
house. 

Mahler aT a k & e 

a flicker¬ 
ing of a flame outside by my 
bathroom. I thought maybe 
my hot tub had an electrical 
fire.” 

He stood up to look out¬ 
side his bedroom window, 
which was wide open at the 
time, and was shocked to see 
a person in dark clothing and 
wearing a balaclava standing 
in his backyard. 

“I yelled at him to get off 
of my property ... he started 
screaming back at me." 

On three videos played in 
court on Monday, one of the 
people attacking Thomson's 
home can be heard scream¬ 
ing, in a voice filled with 


anger, asking Thomson if he 
was ready to die and telling 
him to move out. The pops of 
the Molotov cocktails hitting 
the home and landing near 
a dog run can be heard and 
flames can be seen as they 
exploded. 

Twice Thomson tried to 
call 911 but couldn’t get his 
phone to work. He threw the 
phone on the bed before run¬ 
ning to his computer room 
where his gun safe, filled 
with a number of handguns, 
long guns and ammunition, 
was located. 

Once he had the .38, he 
ran to the front door. 

On one video played for 
the court, which had about 
17 people in the courtroom, 
Thomson could be seen firing 
the gun outside his front, 
dressed only in his under¬ 
wear as a fire burned beside 
him on the front porch. 

Thomson had 12 high- 
quality video cameras cover¬ 
ing all angles of his property. 

He went back inside to 
reload his .38 and to grab 
a 9-mm handgun from his 

“I loaded that gun in my 
bedroom, called 911 and 
went back outside to put the 
fire out. The .38 was tucked 
in my underwear.” 

Once the fire was out, he 
went back inside to put on 
jeans and a raincoat. The .38 
went into the raincoat pocket 
and was there when police 
and firefighters arrived on 
scene. Burlew asked why 
Thomson grabbed the second 
gun before police arrived. “I 
had no idea if those crimi¬ 
nals were coming back... my 


bedroom was my last line of 
defence ... I made sure I was 
well-defended.” 

Burlew asked Thomson 
where the guns were before 
the incident started, and 
Thomson said they were in 
the gun safe. 

When police arrived, the 
.38 was still on Thomson, but 
Thomson tossed it on his bed 
when he went to put a shirt 
on. Once police had viewed 
video of the attack, Thomson 


knew there’d be an issue with 
the firearm and told Const. 
Darlene Millin, one of the 
responding officers, that he 
had discharged one in the 

Millin went outside to 
speak Sgt. Richard Brouwer, 
who was an acting sergeant 
at the time, and the two came 
back into the home. 

“He (Brouwer) said, ‘Show 
me the gun.’ I took them to 
bedroom.” 


At issue was the location 
of the second gun, the 9-mm. 

During her testimony, 
Millin said the gun was on 
the bed with the .38, while 
Brouwer testified Thomson 
pulled the 9-mm from a 
nightstand and removed the 
clip. 


I Related story: Access to 
ammo at issue in Thomson 
case. Page 3 



■ FINANCE 


Council able to lower tax hike through debenturing $500,000 of roads 


FROM PAGE 1 

Mayor Vance Badawey 
admitted he’s not satisfied 
with the budget, as coun¬ 
cil always “tries to shoot for 
inflation.” 

“But there's a reality to 
that,” he said. “It’s the cost 
of doing business. 

“There’s no questions 
that we made a lot of cuts 
and changes, but I don't 
think a lot will be seen in 


the day-to-day community,” 
Badawey said. 

It’s a matter of finding a 
balance between the ser¬ 
vices people expect to see 
and the cost required to 
provide them, he added. 

As the 2012 budget pro¬ 
cess kick-started the city’s 
service audit, Badawey is 
confident Port Colborne will 
identify further efficiencies 
in the coming months. 



During the meeting, 
Badawey reiterated that 
debenturing the funds 
would not have an impact 
on taxpayers — despite that 
seeming to be a fear floating 
throughout the community. 

The funds are being bor¬ 
rowed under low interest 
rates, which is a benefit to 
both the city and commu¬ 
nity, Senese said, calling 
the debenture a "cash-flow 


mechanism." 

Though the debenture’s 
annual cost of $35,000 will 
be repaid through the tax 
levy, it will be taken out of 
the existing roads budget, 
meaning no impact to tax¬ 
payers, Senese said. 

“It’s self-financing,” 
Badawey added. 

mfirth@wellandtribune.ca 
Twitter: @mfirthTribune 
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■ COURT: Firebombing victim’s careless storage of firearms trial to resume in spring 

Access to ammo at issue in Thomson case 


portraits 



DAVE JOHNSON Staff Photo 

Ian Thomson leaves the Welland courthouse after the second day of his trial on two counts 
of careless storage of firearms. Thomson won't know his fate until at least May. Court will 
reconvene on Wednesday, May 2, when Ed Burlew, Thomson's lawyer, makes a final argument in 


DAVEJOHNSON 

InPort News Staff 

WELLAND — Ian Thomson 
never wavered as Crown 
attorney Bob Mahler called 
his testimony and credibility 
into question during an hour- 
and-a-half of cross-examina¬ 
tion on Day 2 of his trial. 

Thomson, on trial for two 
careless storage of firearms 
charges, took the stand 
in Courtroom 1 Tuesday. 
Thomson is being tried by 
judge alone, in this case Judge 
Tory Colvin. 

Again and again Mahler 
had Thomson, who previ¬ 
ously admitted to firing three 
shots the morning his Port 
Colborne home was fire- 
bombed, go over the timeline 
of events on the morning of 
Aug. 22, 2010. He also called 
into question a video re¬ 
enactment Thomson made of 
the events. 

He was 

determined to 
protect his safety and 
that required him to 
have the firearms and 
ammunition at the 
ready.” 

Crown attorney Bob Mahler 


Thomson said from the 
time of the first pop of a 
Molotov cocktail breaking 
against the back of his home 
to the time he made it to his 
front door was 38.04 seconds. 

“In you re-enactment we 
can’t see you do anything ... 
we can’t see you try and call 
911 or retrieve your safe key,” 
said Mahler. 

The Crown attorney said 
Thomson's own surveillance 
video shows the first pop 
against his house at 6:37:00 
a.m., but the first shot wasn’t 
fired until 6:37:50 a.m. With 
Thomson’s video re-enact¬ 


ment taking just more than 
38 seconds, Mahler said there 
was a gap in the timeline. 

“If you say so, I can’t be 
sure if it was five or 10 sec¬ 
onds ... it could be 20 sec¬ 
onds,” said Thomson, who 
didn’t agree with a statement 
by the Crown that the video 
re-enactment was of little 

Mahler also questioned 
why Thomson didn’t grab one 
of his more powerful guns 
when he went to his gun safe. 
Thomson used a five-shot 
.38-calibre handgun during 
the attack. 

“I grabbed the first gun in 
my safe,” Thomson replied. 

The Crown attorney also 
asked with the severity of the 
situation, if Thomson’s fine 
motor skills were impaired 
during the attack and 
whether it was hard to load 
the .38-calibre revolver. 

Thomson said the gun 
was easy to load as he made 
his way from the room it was 
stored in to the front door 
and said his fine motor skills 
were not impaired during 
his stressful situation. 

As court had previously 
heard, after Thomson fired 
three shots, he headed back 
into his home, went to his 
bedroom, put three fresh 
rounds into the .38 and then 
went into another room to 
grab a 9-mm Browning and 
two clips, one a 10-round and 
the other a 14-round. 

Using video footage previ¬ 
ously played in court, Mahler 
said there was a time frame 
of only 22 seconds between 
the time Thomson shot, 
went back in and reloaded, 
grabbed the other gun, came 
back out to put out one of 
the fires and call 911. He said 
there was no way Thomson 
could have done all that in 
that time frame. 

He suggested Thomson 
already had the guns in his 
nightstand beside his bed. 

Thomson flatly denied that 
and said the guns were taken 


from the safe. 

Ed Burlew, Thomson’s 
lawyer, objected to some of 
Mahler’s questioning and 
accused him of going over the 
same material and badgering 
his client. 

Judge Colvin agreed that 
Mahler seemed to be going 
over the same ground. Mahler 
cut off his questioning and 


court took a recess. 

After the break, Burlew re¬ 
examined Thomson before 
the two lawyers moved on to 
their closing arguments. 

Burlew said the Crown 
had failed to prove beyond 
a reasonable doubt that 
Thomson’s guns were ille¬ 
gally stored. He said Niagara 
Regional Police Sgt. Richard 


Brouwer, during testimony 
Monday, asked Thomson 
why he had two guns in his 
night table. Thomson had 
answered "because of situa¬ 
tions like this... I need them.” 

"It’s an ambiguous question 
that Mr. Thomson answered. 
Brouwer came to the con¬ 
clusion the guns were read¬ 
ily accessible,” said Burlew. 


He went on to say Brouwer 
admitted, under cross-exam¬ 
ination, that Thomson could 
have meant that statement 
in the present tense — that 
the guns were there after the 
attack on his home. 

Burlew asked Colvin 
to acquit his client on all 
charges. 

Mahler asked Colvin to 
find Thomson guilty and said 
there were two ways to find 

He said the timing issues 
showed it was impossible for 
Thomson to do some of the 
things he claimed. 

“He was determined to 
protect his safety and that 
required him to have the fire¬ 
arms and ammunition at the 
ready,” said Mahler. 

As for Brouwer’s testimony 
about Thomson’s statement, 
the Crown said that, too, 
showed the man had the guns 
at the ready. 

Mahler also cited case law 
and a section of the Criminal 
Code of Canada regarding the 
availability of ammunition in 
relation to firearms. 

He said the ammuni¬ 
tion was readily available to 
Thomson, there were some 
61 rounds in the night table, 
even though ammunition is 
supposed to be stored sepa¬ 
rately from firearms. 

"He’s obliged to have the 
ammunition locked up as 
well,” said Mahler. 

After Mahler was fin¬ 
ished, and asked Colvin to 
find Thomson guilty on both 
counts, Burlew had one more 
chance to speak before the 
judge. 

The lawyer from Thornhill 
wanted to cite case law 
regarding ammunition and 
availability, but did not have 
it handy to defend against 
Mahler’s position. The judge 
agreed to allow Burlew to 
gather what he needed and 
meet at another date. 

All parties will be back in 
court on Wednesday, May 2, 
at 2:15 p.m. 
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■ourview 

Making waves 

W e’re happy to see Port Colbome and BoarderPass 
Niagara will ink a contract to bring a wakeboarding 
facility to the city. 

BoarderPass Niagara will install an innovative cable 
system at Sugarloaf Harbour south of the restaurant and in a 
westerly direction toward the boat ramp. 

The company, which made a proposal to council last 
month, will fund the entire operation, with the city receiving 
a portion of the revenue that can be put back into marina 
operations. 

Gary Makins, Port Colborne’s manager of community 
services, said the wakeboarding system will not interfere 
with any operations at the boat ramp or marina and we’re 
glad to hear that. 

With the location inside the breakwall, there should be no 
interruption from high waves, and onlookers spending time 
at either the marina restaurant or H.H. Knoll Lakeview Park 
can view the action. 

The hope is to have the system up and running by the 
Victoria Day long weekend May 19 to 21.The city is already 
looking into planning a demonstration for Cand Days 
Marine Heritage Festival, taking place this year from Aug. 3 
to Aug. 6. 

Both wakeboarding and wakeskating will be offered — the 
latter of which has participants riding their boards without 
having their feet strapped in. 

This system was once proposed for Welland and its 
recreational waterway, but for whatever reason never took 
hold in the Rose City. 

We see it as a loss for that city and a big gain for Port 
Colbome. 

This system requires no boat and just about anyone can 
pick it up. Makins tried it out himself recently and said, “It’s 
easy to use, easy to learn.” 

Another thing we like about this deal is that a Wainfleet 
resident is involved with it. 

Amanda Newhouse has spent the past two summers 
coaching wakeboarding in the Muskoka area, where she met 
business partners Chris Smith and Tim Nixon — owners of 
BoarderPass Samia, the only cable wakeboarding facility in 
southern Ontario. 

Not one to pass up an opportunity, Newhouse 
immediately approached the pair about bringing their 
innovative system to Niagara. 

It's good to see the two saw merit in her proposal and are 
bringing the system here. 

She also said the city has been “super progressive and 
supportive” since jumping on board in November. 

We can’t wait for it to open. 


I’VE BEEN THINKING 


Just take the next step 


PASTOR JEEVA SAM 

Forks Road East and 
Morgan’s Point United Churches 

S he was one of 46 women who 
took up the challenge to climb 
Mt. Kilimanjaro to raise awareness 
of the evil of human trafficking www. 
thefreedomclimb.net. 

Fresh from completing this amazing 
exercise in faith and endurance, Regine 
Hiittner, a native of Germany and 
currently a resident of Port Colbome, 
shared how she was able to make it 
all the way to the summit known as 
Uhuru Peak. (Uhuru, in Swahili, means 
“freedom”). 

“I had nothing left in me physically 
by the time we got to the last leg of the 
climb,” she recalled. “It was more a 
test of whether or not I had the mental 
strength necessary to take the next step 
upward." The beckoning peak looked 
too difficult to scale even at such close 
quarters. She could not focus on making 
it to the top. Instead, she simply decided 
to take one step first, followed in slow 
succession by the next step and then 
another one. She described how when 
she decided to take that first step, it was 
as though God took over and helped 
her take the next step. This process 
continued for three agonizingly long 
hours before she could experience die 


■readers’views 

Health concerns raised 
have no merit 

Re: Mayor Jeffs’ article of Feb. 3 

Firsdy, the provincial and regional 
medical officers of health have stated 
the health concerns raised are without 

If we are to discount medical officers 
of health for this issue then why do 
we have them? Secondly, there is no 
evidence that turbines have an adverse 
effect on property values. With the 
setbacks in Ontario of550 metres and 
40dB sound restrictions there is clearly 
no encroachment on non participating 
properties. 

Madam Mayor your comments 
on the uniqueness of Wainfleet are 
interesting, as every rural community 
claims it has unique qualities, however, 
there is a common theme in that they 
are all farming communities having 


exhilaration of reaching the summit. 

Regine is not alone in longing for 
nothing more than “the next step” along 
life’s journey. In June 1833, a young 
Anglican cleric by the name of John 
Henry Newman was on a boat from 
Palermo to Marseilles when the boat 
was becalmed, i.e. deprived of the wind 
necessary to keep it moving, for days 
on end. Newman had already suffered 
burnout a few years back, dealt with 
the untimely death of his sister and just 
recovered from a bout of deadly typhoid 

Sapped of all human strength, stuck 
in this stagnant state with no choice but 
to wait for the wind to set the sails in 
motion, he penned a poem containing 
these words, which have since been 
immortalized in a beloved hymn that is 
still sung in many traditional churches 
to this day. 

Lead, kindly Light, amid th'encircling 


Lead Thou me on: 

Keep Thou my feet; I do not ask to see 

The distant scene — one step enough 
forme. 

Can you relate? Has there been a 
time in your life when “the next step” is 
all you could hope for? Are you in that 
place right now, staring a mountain in 


entrepreneurial farmers looking 
to diversify their business and do 
something that is clean and helpful to 
the environment and future generations. 
A “wonderful diverse community" 
would be a place where open discussion 


IPC Energy addressed council 
on January 28 as did a regular vocal 
opponent who decried the evils of the 
wind energy industry and mentioned 
how other countries are asking for 
2 kilometre setbacks. He failed to 
mention that these requests are from 
special interest groups like his, not 
government regulations. Following IPC’s 
presentation, the Wainfleet rate payers 
association asked for a 2 kilometre 
setback to be established in Wainfleet. 
Mayor Jeff’s and Coun. (Betty) Konc 
immediately asked staff to draft a by-law 
establishing a 2 kilometre setback, 
despite being told by staff that there is 
no legislation in place to enforce the 


the face or simply stuck between the 
proverbial rock and a hard place? 

Perhaps, you, like Regine Hiittner, 
have been in hot pursuit of a tall goal, 
only to find yourself coming up just 
short. What is your Uhuru? 

Is it the personal accomplishment of 
a business idea, an invention, a title or a 
work of art? 

Is it recovery from a prolonged period 
of ill-health, self-doubt or spiritual 
drought? 

Is it freedom from an addiction, debt 
or dependence upon a person, program 
or government? 

Or, you could be in the same place as 
John Henry Newman, unable to make 
any progress, painfully aware that you are 
not in charge, coming to grips with the 
fact that there are some things in life that 
cannot be manufactured or manipulated, 
forced to do nothing but wait (im) 
patiently for divine intervention. 

It is a dangerous place to be, where 
it is so easy to be paralyzed by fear, 
lose hope and give up on our dreams 
and goals or sink into the depths of 
depression. We would much rather see 
“the distant scene” and every step that 
will take us there. However, should we 
simply dare to take the next step, will 
we not also experience the power of 
God and keep going till we complete 
our Freedom Climb? Regine would 
definitely say: Ja! 


by-law. Where is scientific evidence 
behind the 2 kilometre setback, or is this 
merely another attempt to eliminate 
any possibility of harnessing the wind in 
Wainfleet? 

IPC has continued to go above 
and beyond the requirements of the 
Renewable Energy Approval in order 
to keep the community and council 
informed, however, if people are reacting 
purely through emotions, whether 
through lack of understanding or the 
influence of self-interest groups, the 
chance of productive conversation is zero. 

It is unfortunate that a small 
percentage of people have hardened 
their hearts against wind energy, as 
no amount of reason, logic or fact can 
influence their opinions. Nevertheless, 
IPC Energy will continue to provide 
updates as new information becomes 
available as it is the right thing to do. 

Tom Lewis 

IPC Energy 
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The new plan doesn’t maintain the status quo 


l-v egional council began 
-L Vdevelopment of its new 
2012-15 Business Plan in the 
spring of 2011 to identify objectives 
and actions in order to achieve 
a number of priorities within 
the next four years. The plan was 
development over nine months and 


The new plan includes a need 


conduct program and service 
reviews aimed at finding cost- 
savings and efficiencies; the 
creation of an Investment 
and Property Taxation Review 
Committee; 

2) Healthy Community: 
to develop a sustainable 
and affordable housing and 


5) Integrated Transportation 
System: to work collaboratively 
with others to strengthen and 
coordinate the transportation 


methods to engage the public and 
stakeholders in meaningful two- 
way conversations. 

It is important that regular and 
systematic reporting occurs to 


system (eg. expansion of GO transit; ensure the plan is on track and 


Regional transit; East-West Arterial 
Road Corridor, etc.); 

6) Governance Review: The 


stays relevant. To this end, regular 
reports will be delivered to the 
standing committees and council. 
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285 Killaly Street W., Port Colborne 835-8832 www.murdochstire.com 


TOWNSHIP OF WAINFLEET 
NOTICE 

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE AND WORKSHOP 
NEW COMPREHENSIVE ZONING BYLAW AND 
SITE PLAN CONTROL GUIDELINES 

Please be advised that Council for theTownship of Wainfleet will 
be holding a public meeting on Saturday, February 25,2012, 
9:30a.m.-12:00p.m.intheWainfleetVolunteerFirehall, 31907 
Park Street, Wainfleet. The purpose of this open house and 
workshop is to present background information and seek public 
input concerning the creation of a New Comprehensive Zoning 
Bylaw and Site Plan Control Guidelines. Public input is a critical 
component of this project and will help shape these critical 
planning documents and overall development regulation in the 
Township. All Wainfleet residents, property owners and other 
stakeholders are invited to attend. The Township of Wainfleet 
has retained Sorenson Gravely Lowes Planning Associates 
Inc. Participants are required to R.S.V.P. to Irene McDonald 
at imcdonald@wainfleet.ca or (905) 899-3463, extension 224. 
Additional information is available at www.wainfleet.ca. 
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No one should ever be pressured, forced or tricked into 
giving money — even to loved ones. If someone you trust is 
taking advantage of you, help is out there. Learn the signs of 
financial abuse to protect yourself and the people you love. 




To find out more from the Government of Canada about preventing elder 
abuse, visit www.seniors.gc.ca or call 1 800 O-Canada (1-800-622-6232) 
TTY: 1-800-926-9105 


1*1 


Canada 


AWARDS: City wins for marketing work 


Growing success 
in Niagara’s fields 


The two-day event drew over 100 del¬ 
egates from as far away as Africa and 
India. 

The visitors and bio-food experts 
were taken into Ontario’s Carbohydrate 
Valley to get a look at Niagara’s bio¬ 
food processing sector. Participants met 
manufacturers and exporters from Port 
Colborne and area. They also visited 
Casco Inc. and Jungbunzlauer Canada 
Inc. 

Rob Kee, Casco Inc.’s managing direc¬ 
tor, said the business had benefited from 
the tour. 

"This initiative provided a unique 
chance to showcase our activities in Port 
Colborne to potential customers and to 
trade and investment representatives 
from around the world,” he said. 

The city’s marketing campaign was 
introduced in 2011 and creates a brand 
that builds on the world-wide recogni¬ 
tion of Niagara as a geographic refer¬ 
ence point to local and international 
visitors. 

It also shows people the advantages 
of living, visiting and doing business in 
Port Colborne, the undiscovered things 
to do like, sport fishing and cycling. 


The Corporation of the 
Township of Wainfleet 
Committee of Adjustment/ 
Fence-Viewers/Property 
Standards Committee 


The Corporation of the Township of Wainfleet invites area residents who 
would be interested in being a member of the following committee. 


Interested residents may submit their application to Tanya Lamb, 
Township Clerk. Application forms for this committee may be 
downloaded from the Township’s Web Site (www.wainfleet.ca) or by 
picking up copies in person from the Township Office during regular busi¬ 
ness hours (Monday—Friday 8:30 am to 4:30 pm). 

Completed application forms may be dropped off at the Township Office, 
mailed, emailed ( tlamb@wainfleet.ca ) or faxed (Attention Tanya Lamb at 
905-899-2340), by no later than Monday February 13 01 , 2012. 
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Little Caesarc 




& TUESDAY FEBRUARY 14 th 



CHEESE & PEPPERONI 
AND CHEESE PIZZAS 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 



‘It’s a decision council 
will have to make’ 


FROM PAGE 7 

Beyond ticket sales and sponsorship 
deals with businesses, Toffolo said the 
Pirates need the $30,000 from concessions 
and board advertising to help recoup the 

Port Colbome Mayor Vance Badawey 
believes the Pirates should get in line as 
there are a number of interested parties 
looking to operate programs and services 
in the Vale Health and Wellness Centre. 

However, to be fair to all parties 
involved, a request for proposals process 
was instituted. 

The mayor said there must be a balance 
between finding the right company to 
operate in the facility while not hurting 
the taxpayer to subsidize costs. 

"Do we entertain a subsidy to the 
operator or provide relief to the taxpayer" 
Badawey said. "It’s a decision that council 
will have to make." 

Toffolo hoped to work with other 
groups such as Port Colbome Minor 
Hockey to boost awareness and atten¬ 
dance for the sport. When Toffolo tried to 
reach out to the organization to collabo¬ 
rate on projects, he claimed he was met 
with derf ears. 

When contacted, Bill Steele, president 
of Port Colbome Minor Hockey, declined 
to comment. 

Toffolo doesn’t believe Port Colbome is 


a much of a hockey town anymore. 

Badawey refutes that statement. 

“Port Colbome is a hockey town,” the 
mayor said. “If we didn’t support hockey 
then we wouldn’t be building a $31-mil- 
lion facility.” 

Should Toffolo decide to pull the Pirates 
out of Port Colbome, the municipality is 
ineligible to host another junior team due 
to an encroachment rule by the OHA. 

“The only exception to the rule is if Port 
Colbome wants to host a senior team,” 
said OHA president Brent Ladds. 



EDDIE CHAU Staff Photo 
Port Colborne Pirates owner Tim Toffolo 
may have to find a new home for the 
junior B hockey team should the City of 
Port Colborne not negotiate usage in the 
Vale Health and Wellness Centre. 



PORT COLBORNE MALL 
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$ 1 349*1 

HOME LIGHTING 


I ST. CATHARINES 

1 21/2 DUNLOP DRIVE. 


21/2 DUNLOP DRIVE. 

PHONE: (905) 984-6411 OR (905) 984-5194 
FAX 1(905)984-2597 


NIAGARA FALLS 

6611 Lundy’s Lane 
PHONE: (905) 371-2189 


Share a moment with 


facebook 


yourlifemoments.ca 


Call Our Award Winning Team for a no obligation FREE consultation. 



Gary Talosi Dino Berardocco 

Financial Advisor Associate Financial Advisoi 


Sheri Bradnam 


Ql 5 | Quality Personal Advice on] 


• RRSPs • RRIFs • RESPs • GICs 

• TFSAs • Pension Rollovers 

• Mutual Funds • Estate Planning 

• Retirement Planning 

• Tax Strategies 

• Investment Planning 


Don’t Just Get a Second Opinion, Get a BETTER one. 


Dundee Private Investors Inc. 
99 Clarence Street 


Port Colborne 905'834'9444 


DUNDEEWEALTH 
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BOARDERPASS NIAGARA: Wainfleeter to share her passion on water with others 


Creating a wakeboard scene 


MARYANNE FIRTH 

InPort News Staff 

PORT COLBORNE - 
It used to take a board, a 
line and a boat to ride the 
waterways in Niagara. 

But thanks to Amanda 
Newhouse and her col¬ 
leagues at BoarderPass 
Niagara, that’s about to 

The company will soon 
introduce an innovative 
cable wakeboarding system 
at Sugarloaf Harbour 
Marina in Port Colborne — 
the only one of its kind in 
the region. 

“It was always my dream 
to start a cable park in 
Niagara,” said Newhouse, 
a Wainfleet resident who 
grew up wakeboarding on 
the canal and other local 
waterways. 

During her time at 
Niagara College, where 
she excelled in the tourism 
management and business 
development program, 
Newhouse worked toward 
creating a business plan to 
introduce the cable system 
to her hometown — but 
the technology available 


at the time and its high 


overcome. 

Despite the barriers, the 
now 23-year-old never lost 
sight of her goal to make 
her favourite sport acces¬ 
sible to all Niagarans. 

Newhouse spent the 
past two summers coach¬ 
ing wakeboarding in the 
Muskoka area — where it 
seems the stars aligned. 

It was through her coach¬ 
ing job that she met busi¬ 
ness partners Chris Smith 
and Tim Nixon — owners 
of BoarderPass Sarnia, the 
only cable wakeboarding 
facility in southern Ontario. 

see BOARDERPASS | page 11 


CARMEN TURKINGTON 
Supplied photo 
Amanda Newhouse, of 
BoarderPass Niagara, 
catches some air on her 
wakeboard. The City of 
Port Colborne approved 
BoarderPass Niagara's 
proposal to operate at 
Sugarloaf Harbour Marina 
this summer. 



■ SPORTS 



Supplied photo 

Club Frontenac Volleyball players in action on a recent Friday 


CLUBFRONTENAC 

VOLLEYBALL 

Here are results from Club 
Frontenac Volleyball. Reminder, 
there are no games on Friday, 
Feb. 10 

Friday, Jan. 27 
Competitive A 

McNay Construction 

30 30 30 
Davidson Funeral Homes 

25 22 22 

McNay Construction 

23 30 27 
Buckner's 30 21 30 

Buckner’s 21 30 21 
Emerald Pines 30 23 30 

The Healthy Cupboard 

25 30 23 


night. 

Smokin Buddha 30 21 30 

Frank’s Home Hardware 

25 30 17 
Island Heat 30 26 22 


Island Heat 16 25 21 

Canalside 30 30 30 

Competitive B 

Boggio's 28 30 25 

South Coast Cookhouse 


30 24 17 

The Belmont 30 24 30 

South Coast Cookhouse 

17 30 22 

F.A.Y Farms 21 30 18 

Port Colborne Laundry 

30 24 30 

Dr. Parr Optometry 

30 30 30 

RCJ Dream Renovations 

21 24 27 

Drifter's 30 26 18 
The Reeb House 24 30 30 

The City 30 25 27 
The Mill Ridgeway 

26 30 30 


Competitive A 

Smokin Buddha 30 20 30 

Canalside 27 30 23 

Frank's Home Hardware 

27 30 21 

Canalside 30 22 30 


Drifter’s 21 27 19 

The Mill Ridgeway 30 30 30 

Boggio’s 20 24 19 

Boggio’s 30 30 28 

The City 25 24 30 


Davidson Funeral Homes 

30 18 30 
The Healthy Cupboard 

21 30 26 

McNay Construction 

30 30 30 
Emerald Pines 16 20 24 

Island Heat 16 25 20 
Buckner’s 30 30 30 


F.A.Y Farms 30 17 17 

The Reeb House 28 30 25 

South Coast Cookhouse 

30 30 23 
Drifter’s 19 26 30 

Port Colborne Laundry 

21 18 27 
Dr. Parr Optometry 

30 30 30 


Competitive B 

The Mill Ridgeway 

30 30 23 


RCJ Dream Renovations 

12 23 25 
The Belmont 30 30 30 


Friday, Feb. 3 
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BOARDERPASS 

System expected to be 
ready by Victoria Day 


FROM PAGE 10 

Not one to pass up an opportunity, 
Newhouse immediately approached 
the pair about bringing their innova¬ 
tive system to Niagara. 

"They’re pioneers of the sport,” she 
said of her BoarderPass colleagues, 
expressing her excitement over the 
partnership. 

Though the idea was originally pro¬ 
posed for Welland, BoarderPass is 
thrilled to be setting up shop in Port 
Colborne. 

The lakeside city, she said, has been 
“super progressive and supportive” 
since jumping on board in November. 

Port Colborne council recently 
directed staff to draw up a formal 
contract solidifying the deal with 
BoarderPass. If all goes as planned, 


There’s not much of a 
wakeboard scene in 
Niagara. But we’re going to 
create one.” 

Amanda Newhouse 


the system should be up and running 
by the Victoria Day long weekend May 
19 to 21. 

In the meantime, the company is 
working on putting together its mar¬ 
keting strategy with hopes of encour¬ 
aging people of all ages to get out on 
the water and give it a try. 

“There's not much of a wakeboard 
scene in Niagara,” Newhouse said. 

"But we’re going to create one.” 


SAPPHIRES 

CUSTOM JEWELLERY BY THOMAS STEELE 


3/ie Diamond jewellery Collection 


Diamond Jewellery 
20% off 

Gold Ckains, Bracelets, 
Earrings & Pendants 

25% off u 




See all the news unfolding 24/7 VISIT f < M, T . T 3 ca 

Your Canadian news just a click away .Tz..., 


Apply now for 

September 2012 

NiagaraCollege.ca 


it Niagara 
College 
Canada 

APPLIED DREAMS. 


Niagara College offers more 
than 100 diploma, bachelor 
degree and advanced level 
programs providing real-world 
experience and hands-on 
skills. Broad range of study 
areas include food and 
wine sciences, advanced 
technology, arts and media, 
business, hospitality, applied 
health and community studies. 


Serving Niagara for 23 
Custom designing • Repairs 


FontfiiU Shopping Centre Hwy 20 



f t You Tube 
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PORT COLBORNE MALL 

WESTSIDE ROAD, PORT COLBORNE 

905 - 835-1155 



WINTER STORE HOURS - 

MONDAY TO THURSDAY: 9AM TO 7PM 
FRIDAY: 9AM TO 9PM 
SATURDAY: 9AM TO 6PM 
SUNDAY: 9AM TO 5PM 
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FEBRUARY 2012 


Continues for the Vale I 

PAGE 6 

• Port Colbome to Well! 
Transit Schedule 

• PC Library Programm 

PAGE 7 


PAGE 3 

• 2012 BUILDING 0 
- Energy Efficient 


A Newsletter written by Staff for the Residents of Port Colborne 


www.portcolborne.ca 
Tel: 905-835-2900 
66 Charlotte Street, 

Port Colborne, ON L3K3C8 
email: newsletter@portcolborne.ca 


Port Colborne 
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Port Colborne 


City of Port Colborne 2012 Dog Licenses are now available 
for purchase and are due March 15. 

The following discounted rates apply for licenses purchased on or before March 15: 
Un-Neutered/Un-spayed Dogs ... 


Tags may be purchased at: 

"» City Hall, 66 Charlotte Street 
•» Independent Discount Pet Supply, 730 M: 


Neutered/Spayed Dogs (proof required).$15.00 

After March 15, the regular rates of $35.00 and $25.00 apply. 



•» The Port Colborne Animal Shelter, 1080 Elm Street 
Street West •» Pet Valu, Westside Place Plaza, Westside Road 
Dog owners who fail to purchase a dog license before the due date are liable for a set fine under Part 1 Provincial Offences Act. 


Clearing the sidewalks of snow & ice 

In Port Colborne, every owner or occupant of a building is responsible for clearing the sidewalks 
adjoining their property of all snow and ice within 24 hours of the cessation of a snow event. This 
allows the safe passage of all pedestrians. Please be considerate and offer assistance with snow 
removal to those neighbours who need a helping hand. If you are renting a property, please make 
necessary arrangements with your Landlord regarding snow removal. 

Those who do not comply may face a fine of $160.00 or have the removal completed at the owner' 
expense. 

You may view the current Snow and Ice Removal By-law 5383/137/09 here: 

www.portcolborne.ca/page/bylaws 

As always you may contact the By-law Enforcement Division at 905-835-2901 x. 210 



SNOWBUDDIES 

Need your Community Service Hours? 

Want to be part of an exciting program? 

Or do you know of someone who has a disability and 
needs assistance with 

SNOW REMOVAL? 

You can either.... 

Become a Snow Buddie 
Or apply to have your snow removed by a 

Snow Buddie 

For more information, please call 
Joanne Ferraccioli 
905-835-2900 x. 130 


Be a good neighbour and take the time to help! 


Make sure you put money in your meter D 

Remember to park so as not to interfere with snow removal 

AVOID 

a parking ticket and/or a tow 
and comply with the parking rules and regulations. 


/ Environmental Advisory Committee 

Tree Planting Rebate Program 

ugftjtnb-initiative of the Environmental Advisory Committee, the City of Port Colborne is offering a Residential 
Planting Rebate Program for residents of Port Colborne. Receive up to a $50 rebate. For more information and 
^Steview the tree planting rebate application form, visit the City's Website at www.portcolborne.ca. 


CITY OF PORT COLBORIUE 
PUBLIC NOTICE 

NO PARKING INTERFERING WITH 
SNOW REMOVAL ON ALL HIGHWAYS 

OWNERS of vehicles within the City of Port Colborne are hereby re¬ 
minded of the provisions of the Highway Traffic Act and By-law No. 
89-2000 which regulates parking and traffic on city roads. 

No person shall park or stand a vehicle on a highway in such a manner 
as to interfere with the movement of traffic or the clearing of snow 
from the highway. 

Upon discovery of any vehicle parked or standing in contravention of 
the above mentioned, an officer may cause it to be moved or taken to 
and placed or stored in a suitable place and all costs and charges for 
removing, care and storage thereof, if any, are a lien upon the vehicle, 
which may be enforced in the manner provided by the Repair and Stor¬ 
age Liens Act. 


CHECK 



WVFCH 


Vehicle - includes a motor vehicle, trailer, traction engine, farm tra ( 
building machine and any vehicle drawn, propelled or driven by an 
power, including muscular power, but does not inch ' 


City Website at: http://www.portcolborne.ca/page/Winter_Controi_Standards 


Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Are you, or someone you know, celebrating a special birth¬ 
day or anniversary? Mark this occasion with a special certifi¬ 
cate from the Mayor's Office, as well as certificates from the 
Federal, Provincial and Regional Governments. 

Contact us at 905-835-2901 x. 301 or email nancygiles@port- 
colborne.ca. We will forward your requests to the other lev¬ 
els of government. 
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Port Colborne sponsors Hwy H20 
Marine Industry Conference 


iis year's conference focused on sustainability through the 
is of five integrated perspectives: business growth, com- 
titiveness, environmental, asset utilization, and renewal. 


Skateboard and BMX 
Park to be built at 


Lock 8 Park 



Upcoming Events 
§ grfJt 1 at Roselawn 

J fi®li* Centre 




The Grant Carson Band 25th Anniversary Concert 

Grand Ole Opry Salute 

Saturday, March 3,2012 - 8:00 p.m. 

Tickets $22.50 

Roselawn Box Office 905-834-0833 


Showboat Festival Theatre 2012 Summer Season 
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Vale Health and Wellness Centre Fact Sheet January 2012 


Construction of the PortColborne Health & Wellness Centre began in 
May 2011. This is a major construction project that includes the devel¬ 
opment of 145,000 ft2 of building area and includes two (2) NHL size 
rinks, a 25 metre lap pool, a leisure pool, an indoor walking track, a 
gymnasium and bocce courts. This building will provide a significant 
improvement to the available services in the City. 

Over the past five (5) months, residents in the neighbourhood wit¬ 
nessed construction activity that included steel erection of arena 1 
and 2, the multi-purpose field house and aquatic area; masonry walls 
forming change rooms; precast slabs for bleachers and the second 
floor level; roof work and wood deck installation and also the pour¬ 
ing of the lap and leisure pools and pool mechanical. The storm 
water retention pond was completed and seeded. 

To maintain safety on the site it is imperative that the public stay 


away from the construction areas which are signed and fenced off. 
This work is scheduled to continue throughout 2012. 

Selected pedestrian pathways will remain accessible during construc- 

Site photos are included below. The bullets listed below outline 
the scope of work that is expected to be carried out during the 
upcoming months. 

• Backfilling of pool areas - January 2012 
■ Interior masonry walls-January 2012 

• Roofing-January 2012 

• Install second floor precast slabs - January 2012 

• Temporary enclosures-January 2012 

• Begin floor finishes-February 2012 

• Slab on grade at Arenas - February 2012 


• Construction of the second floor walls - February 2012 

• Install doors and steps - February 2012 

• Building cladding enclosure, walls and windows - March 

• Equipment room piping for pool - March 2012 

• Mechanical and refrigeration equipment delivery - February/ 
March 2012. 

The site will be busier as more trades occupy the site and work to¬ 
wards the end date. Local residents should anticipate an increase in 
truck traffic. 

Visit the City of Port Colborne website at www.portcolborne.ca/ 
page/Health_and_Wellness_Centre for information on the project 
as it progresses. If you have any questions you can call City Hall at 
905-835-2901 x. 219. 



Fundraising Campaign Continues for the Vale Health & Wellness Centre 


The City of Port Colborne is reminding residents that the fundraising 
campaign for the Vale Health & Wellness Centre is still going strong 
for both the Dedication Walkway and Great Seat Sale. 

The purchase of a brick or seat is the perfect opportunity to honour 
a special person, commemorate an anniversary, pay tribute to the 
memory of someone special, or advertise your business, while at the 


same time helping to achieve the 3 million dollar fundraising goal. 
Bricks for the Dedication Walkway range from $100 for a single 
brick, $150 for a double brick, $250 for business name or $500 for 
displaying your company logo and name. Seats for the Arena are 
$200 each and are limited to 1,000 seats. 


Order forms can be picked up at all City of Port Colborne properties 
including City Hall, Roselawn, Museum, Library, West Side Arena, 
Centennial Pool, and various local businesses or online at www.port- 
colborne.ca. Online payments are also now available through the 
City's website. 
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Port Colborne 

Public Library 


Featuring Work by Local Artists and Artisar 

On display in the Atrium until January 15,2012: 

"Paintings by Esa." 

joki,-- 

portable device! 

All you need is a valid Port Colborne Public Library card and PIN. Call 
the Library at 905-834-6512 for more information or to register in one 
of our upcoming free seminars on how to download free e-books. 
Download aids are also available online at www.portcolbornelibrary. 


PROGRAMMING FOR ADULTS 


Port Colborne Public Library 
0 King Street, Port Colborne, ON L3K 4H1 | 
www.portcolbornelibrary.org 
Phone: 905-834-6512 
Fax: 905-835-5775 
email: library@portcolborne.ca 

PROGRAMMING FOR CHILDREN 


Port Colborne Transit Bus 
Link to Welland 

Monday to Saturday* 

Fare: City funded trips - $3.50 cash, UPASS, monthly passes accepted 

Regional funded trips - $3.50 to Welland (cash only), $5.00 to Welland 
with a transfer to Inter-Municipal Bus (cash only) 


and Library B-l-N-G-0. Foi 


he Library, Kids' Yoga with I 


Saturday, February 18,2012,10:00 - 11:00 a.m. 

For children up to age 13 with a parent or caregiver. Cost is $10.00. Ca 
905-329-9841 to register. 


Saturday, March 10, 2012, 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

$20,000 without dependents, or less than $30,000 with dependents. Call 
" iry at 905-834-6512 and reserve your appointment now. 

12, 2012, 6:30- 7:30 p.m 

bout money with financial mave 
'ledge and confidence to transform 

>hyne@ymail.i 

8,22 & 29, 6:30 - 7:30p.m. 

irb at 905-834-1453 or by em 



download ebooks & audiobooks from 
computer, and transfer them to a pi 
.Pre-register at the Library. 



Thursdays, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m., February 2 & 16,2012 

Stories, crafts & games, for children ages 2 to 4 with their part 
Pre-register at 

crafts! Cost is $3.00 per child. Pre-register at the Library. 

SMALL HANDS STUDIO 

paint, draw and sculpt the season away! Watch for a new 
starting soon! For more information, or to register, contact 
905-834-8483, or by email smallhandsstudio@cogeco.ca 


Hours of Service 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday: 10 a.m - 8 p.m. 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 


f] schedule of classes or to join the Knitters' Club, call Vicki at 905-835-5373. 

FILMS FOR SENIORS 

Presented the first Wednesday of the month, September to June, at 
I 1:30 p.m. Free admission! Free refreshments! 

WII BOWLING FOR SENIORS 

Presented the third Wednesday of the month, September to June, 



4:45 pm 5:01 pm 


12:35 pm 12:42 pm 


5:30 pm 5:50 pm 


5:55 pm 6:11pm 6:20 pm 6:27 pm 6:34 pm 6:40 pm 7:00 pm 

For more information on Inter-Municipal Transit visit 
www.niagararegion.ca/transit 
Buses are fully accessible for mobility devices and seniors 
* Saturday trips funded by Region. Please note that while the bus runs out-of- 
City (LINK) on Saturdays, it does not run within the City (community bus). Riders 
are responsible for their own transportation to the LINK point at City Hall. 
Green font times are trips funded by the Region, 

Red font times are existing City trips, funded by the City 
After the 6 months pilot period, the Region will review the fare for Regional trips. 


Port Colborne Link 

Port Colborne Community Bus 


l a#. 

swhbssmbsb?" 


Q -OUT COLBORNE 0 PORTCOLBCNE 


mm 


Calling all Volunteers! 


Festival Season will be here before we know it and the 
City is looking for volunteers for both Flavours and Canal 
Days. Volunteers are the heart and soul of the festivals and 
the City can't do it without you! 

Volunteer Applications can be found online at www. 
portcolborne.ca, from the Community Services Office 
located at the Roselawn Centre, 296 Fielden Avenue, or 
from City Hall, 66 Charlotte Street. 

Volunteering at these events is a great way to get involved 


in the community, or, if you're a student, it’s the perfect way 
to earn your required 40 hours of community service. 

In September of 2011, a Volunteer Committee of Council 
was created as a way of developing and recommending 
volunteer policies to Council in addition to recruiting, 
training, retaining and recognizing volunteers. This 
committee is comprised of Councillor Angie Desmarais, 
Councillor Barbara Butters, Gary Makins, Manager of 
Community Services and Michelle Idzenga, Administrative 
Assistant to the Manager of Community Services. 


All volunteer inquiries can be directed to Michelle 
Idzenga at the Community Services Office located at the 
Roselawn Centre, 905-834-1668 x. 232 or michelleidzenga® 
portcolborne.ca. 

As part of this new committee, a survey will be distributed 
to all current and former volunteers asking for feedback 
about your volunteering experience with the City. Keep an 
eye out for this survey in February, or you can fill one out 
online by visiting www.portcolborne.ca. 
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Port Colborne's Drinking Water 

Drinking Water Quality Management System 


In order to be licensed to own and op¬ 
erate a drinking water system under the 
Safe Drinking Water Act, 2002, the City of 
Port Colborne is required to have a Qual¬ 
ity Management System that conforms 
to the Provincial Drinking Water Quality 
Management Standard (Standard). 

The City's Distribution System Operation¬ 
al Plan: 

• provides a framework for the poli¬ 
cies, procedures, and objectives that 
make up the Quality Management 
System; 

• directs and controls the City's drink¬ 
ing water activities with respect to 
quality; 

• and ensures conformance to the 
Standard. 


is busy considering and implementing 
these continual improvement opportuni¬ 
ties in an effort to improve our processes 
to not only meet, but where possible, ex¬ 
ceed the minimum requirements of the 
Standard and the applicable drinking 
water regulations. The City's continued 
commitment to CLEAN drinking water is 
outlined in the Quality Policy. 



The City's Operational Plan is avail¬ 
able on the internet, by clicking on the 
"View the Distribution System Opera¬ 
tional Plan" link at http://www.portcol- 
borne.ca/page/drinking_water_licens- 
ing. Hardcopies of the Operational Plan 
can also be viewed at City Hall, 66 Char¬ 
lotte Street, 2nd Floor, Engineering and 
Operations Department, or at the Port 
Colborne Public Library, 310 King Street 
during normal business hours. 

The City is well into its third year of fol¬ 
lowing the framework established in 
the Operational Plan and implementing 
the Quality Management System for the 
Port Colborne Distribution System. Our 
Internal Audit Team, which audits drink¬ 
ing water activities against the Opera¬ 
tional Plan and the Standard, continues 
to identify continual improvement op¬ 
portunities. The Operating Authority 
staff (Engineering and Operations staff) 



c 


In September 2010, the City submitted 
its application to the Canadian General 
Standards Board (CGSB) for Full Scope 
Accreditation, and we are currently wait¬ 
ing to be assigned a date for the on-site 
audit of our Quality Management Sys- 


Current Projects 


Extraneous Flow Reduction Program 

In conjunction with the Regional Mu¬ 
nicipality of Niagara, the City of Port 
Colborne is committed to reducing un¬ 
necessary sewage treatment costs, the 
potential for basement flooding, and 
combined sewer overflows by reducing 
infiltration of storm water to the sani¬ 
tary sewage collection and treatment 
system through its Extraneous Flow Re¬ 
duction Program. A final report for the 
Arena Sewershed outlining the success 
of the program was presented to Coun¬ 
cil on November 28, 2011 noting that a 


successful reduction in extraneous flows 
was achieved. Cost savings in the Are¬ 
na Area will amount to approximately 
$115,000 annually. 

The Extraneous Flow Reduction Program 
has been expanded to the Omer Sew¬ 
age Pump Station Area. The program 
involves inspection of private sanitary 
sewer services to assess their condition 
and the presence of any improper con¬ 
nections, followed by recommenda¬ 
tions and City-funded improvements to 
remove sources of rainwater from the 
sanitary sewer system. Inspections have 


been completed and the City is prepar¬ 
ing a plan to remediate the sources of 
infiltration that were found through¬ 
out the study area. An additional pro¬ 
gram was started in the summer of 
2011 which has focused on determining 
the condition and capacity of the storm 
sewer system in the Omer area. Sump 
pump disconnections from the sani¬ 
tary sewer have started where grading 
and drainage allows. Additional sump 
pump disconnections will take place 
once the capacity and condition of the 
storm sewers is determined. We would 
like to thank all residents in the Omer 
Pump Station Area who have partici¬ 
pated in this project. For more infor¬ 
mation, please visit the City's website at 
www.portcolborne.ca 

Water Distribution 

Infrastructure Needs Study 

Staff has prepared Terms of Reference 
for the City's Water Distribution Infra¬ 
structure Needs Study (WDINS). The 
Engineering Division last revised the In¬ 
frastructure Needs Study for the Water 
Distribution System in 1996. Since then 
the City has completed the majority 
of the recommended capital upgrades 
and an updated WDINS needs to be 
completed in order to determine the 
capital upgrades required for the next 
5-10 years. 

Subsequently, a WDINS was budgeted 
for in the Financial Plan and was bud¬ 
geted to be completed every 5-6 years 
in the future. Undertaking a WDINS ev¬ 
ery 5-6 years will ensure that the most 
up-to-date information is available for 
the preparation of the Financial Plan 
(which has to be re-submitted with the 
license renewal every 5 years) and will 
result in more meaningful projections 
and expenditure forecasting. 

A WDINS will take into account the age 
and materials in the distribution system 
and also examine items such as histori¬ 
cal watermain breaks, maintenance is¬ 
sues, water quality issues etc. and prior¬ 
itize watermain replacements based on 
these and other factors. A WDINS will 
more clearly define the estimated re¬ 
placement costs, hence the importance 
of conducting a WDINS on a regular 
basis. 

Storm Sewer Infrastructure 
Needs Study 

Staff has prepared the Terms of Refer¬ 
ence for the City's Storm Sewer Infra¬ 
structure Needs Study (SSINS). The City 


has prepared designs for three new 
storm sewer systems for areas in need 
of improved drainage management. 

A SSINS will update the Master Storm 
Drainage plan for the entire urban area 
and will also develop a solution for 
existing flooding issues. It will also re¬ 
view the use of storm retention ponds 
and other storm water management 
measures in undeveloped areas and 
review the use of existing storm reten¬ 
tion ponds in existing developed areas 
to ensure the ponds are working as per 
the initial designs. 

A SSINS will also take into account the 
age and materials in the storm sewer 
system and examine items such as his¬ 
torical flooding, maintenance issues, 
discharge water quality, and prioritize 
storm sewer replacements and construc¬ 
tion of new storm sewer systems based 
on these and other factors. A SSINS will 
more clearly define estimated replace¬ 
ment costs, hence the need to conduct 
a SSINS on a regular basis. Completing 
a SSINS for the storm sewer system will 
aid the City pro-actively determining 
the level of funding necessary to be¬ 
come "sustainable" and meet the re¬ 
quirements of the Water Opportunities 
Act, once it is passed by the Province. 

Steele Street and 
Elgin Street Safety Study 

Engineering staff have prepared Terms 
of Reference for a traffic and pedestrian 
safety study at the intersection of Steele 
Street and Elgin Street. There have been 
numerous requests for intersection im¬ 
provements in the past few years. The 
study will review the warrants required 
for traffic signals along with any other 
safety improvements that can be made 
to allow vehicular and pedestrian traf¬ 
fic to flow in unison. 

East Side Bulk Water Filling Station 

A report went to Council on July 11, 
2011 recommending two suitable sites. 
The site chosen by Council allows the 
Bulk Water Station to remain on Eliza¬ 
beth Street about 600 metres south of 
the existing location. Request for ten¬ 
ders were advertised and a report to 
Council recommending the award of 
the contract was presented to Council 
on November 28, 2011. Construction is 
currently underway with the commis¬ 
sioning of the new bulk water station 
expected to take place in the spring of 
2012. 
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PQJBtOQ C3<°W0(3B8 


Mike Knapp Ford is wanting to purchase 30 to 40 locally owned used vehicles and is willing to pay extra for local vehicles with known vehicle history... 

LEI US GIVE you A M© COfisgSOE @ 0 D@OIE 

EVEN IF FORD DOESN'T HAVE WHAT YOUR LOOKING FOR* IF 
OU BUY FROM US, WE CAN PAY OFF YOUR CAR REGARDLESS 

OF WHAT you OWE - on 

APPROVED CREDIT 

IF you ARE BUYING ANY VEHICLE GET 
^THE PRICE WITH AND WITHOUT YOUR 
trade and let US GIVE YOU A PRICE! 

2012 ESCAPE XLT 2012 F150 SUPERCREW 4X4 XTR 2012 FOCUS SE 2012 F150 SUPERCAB XLT 

2.5L, 4 CYL, 6-SPD AUTO, POWER WINDOWS, TRAILER TOW PACKAGE, POWER SEAT, 6-SPD AUTO, POWER WINDOWS AND POWER WINDOWS & LOCKS, CRUSIE, 

LOCKS & SEATS, CRUISE CONTROL, TILT, AM/ WINDOWS & LOCKS, CRUISE, TILT, CHROME STEP LOCKS TILT, AM/FM CD, SIRIUS, TRAILER TOW 

FM CD, SIRIUS, 16" ALLOY WHEELS BARS, FOG LIGHTS, SYNC (BLUETOOTH) PACKAGE 



$26,779 _ 

DEALER CASH / 

* $5,000 1 , ssr- t 

& CUSTOM CAR CASH _ A a 

$500 


$49,080 _ 

DEALER CASH /t^ 

$7,500 fH/ 


$81,865 

CUSTOM CAR CASH 

$500 


$34,309 

DEALER CASH 

$7,500 

mm® 


(VV7C| /WEEK, 84 MTHS 
Q/IAjC) $0 DOWN AT 5.9 1 


Tf Mike 

jSuapp 


DON’T MISS OUT ON THIS SUPER SALE, GET TO KNOW US 


607 NIAGARA STREET WELLAND 



1 - 888 - 445-1352 

s 7.500 + s 1.000 


IN MANUFACTURER REBATES 
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■ WATER SPORTS: ‘It's easy to use, easy to learn' 

Cable wakeboarding to anchor in Port Colborne 





PORT COLBORNE — It seems Colbome’s proposed cable wake- Councillors reviewed and 
like smooth sailing for Port boarding facility. approved terms and conditions 

under which the innovative water 
sport system will be brought to the 
lakeside city. 

Following a presentation from 
BoarderPass Niagara, the company 
hoping to install the cable system, 


“A growing good life community 99 


Both installation and opera¬ 
tion will be funded 100% by 
BoarderPass Niagara with no cost 

Port Colborne will, however, 
receive a portion of the revenue 
for use of its marina — where the 
system will be located. 

The wakeboarding system will 
be installed at Sugarloaf Harbour 
south of the restaurant and in a 
westerly direction toward the 


Coming Available Soon: One 
Bedroom Garden Terrace Suite 


Tickets $20 ea. (Credit/Debit) 

Showboat Box Office 

Roselawn Centre 
296 Fielden Ave. 

Port Colborne 

905-834-0833 
Toll Free 1-888-870-8181 

Box Office hours: 

9:00 am to 3:30 pm Monday to Friday 


Performance 
Sat. Feb. 18 
Sun. Feb. 19 
Sat. Feb. 25 
Sun. Feb. 26 
Fri. Mar. 2 
Sat. Mar. 3 
Sun. Mar. 4 


Dates 

7:30 

2:00 

7:30 

2:00 

7:30 

7:30 

2:00 


All Performances At 

Lakeshore Catholic High School Auditorium 

Janet Street Port Colborne 


boat ramp, said Gary Makins, Port 
Colborne’s manager of community 
services. 

This will not interfere with 
the boat ramp or the slips at the 
marina, he stressed. 

The location is inside the break- 
wall, which makes it ideal for 
wakeboarding without interrup¬ 
tion from high waves, Makins said. 
It’s also in an ideal location for 
onlookers spending time at either 
the marina restaurant or H.H. 
Knoll Lakeview Park, he added. 

Makins is confident the system 
will help to draw people to the 
marina and is already looking 
into planning a demonstration 
for Canal Days Marine Heritage 
Festival, taking place this year from 
Aug. 3 to Aug. 6. 

see WATER SPORTS | page 15 


Portal Village offers Seniors 
an array of Lifestyle Options 
from fully independent 
suites to a variety of rooms 
with more services. 

You choose to remain as active 
as you like. Caring, friendly staff 
support how you want to live. 

Our beautiful surroundings are 
impeccably maintained. We pride 
ourselves in paying close attention 
to details. 


300 ELGIN STREET 
PORT COLBORNE 

905 . 834.0322 


www.portalvillage.com 


portcolbomeoperaticsociety.com 
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■ WATER SPORTS 

Proposed facility to help grow activity with camps 


FROM PAGE 14 

The hope is to have the 
system up and running by 
the Victoria Day long week¬ 
end May 19 to 21. 

Both wakeboarding and 
wakeskating will be offered 


— the latter of which has 
participants riding their 
boards without having their 
feet strapped in. 

Makins was able to try the 
system during a trip to the 
Toronto International Boat 


Show earlier this month. 

“It’s easy to use, easy to 
learn," he said while noting 
the added bonus of not 
having to wait for a boat to 
turn around and retrieve a 
fallen rider. 


The plan is to eventually 
install elements in the water 
that can be mastered as 
people get the hang of the 
sport, Makins said. 

The facility will offer 
monthly and seasonal 


passes, as well as hourly 
rates and rates based on a 
number of sets. In a second 
year of operation, the com¬ 
pany plans to begin run¬ 
ning an eight-week summer 


A similar attraction had 
several times before been 
suggested for Welland’s 
recreational canal. 

mfirth@wellandtribune. ca 
Twitter: @mftrthTribune 


ALONG THE LAKESHORE 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 16 

Port Colborne Horticultural's meeting at 7:30 pm will feature 
Kristi Montovani. Her topic will be Green Roofs and Walls. At 
FriendsOver 55 Seniors Centre, 554 Fielden Ave. 

FRIDAY FEBRUARY 17 

Niagara Peninsula Geological Society, Annual General meeting 
and potluck supper at 7.30 p.m. at Mountainview Church, 150 
Glendale Ave. Supper, silent auction, member displays. Visitors 
welcome - single dish or dessert solicited. Speaker Ashley Pollock: 
pegmatites of the Granville Province. 

EVENTS AT ONTARIO EARLY YEARS CENTRE, 

92 CHARLOTTE ST. 

Interactive play sessions Monday to Wednesday from 9-12 
and 1-4, Thursday from 9-12 and 1-7 and Friday from 9-12. These 
programs are for children birth to six years of age and their parent 
or caregiver. Please visit the Ontario Early Years Centre or call 
905-834-9071 ext. 238 or email oeyc-pc@portcares.on.ca for more 
information. 

Baby and Me, Valentine's - Infant Interactive Play Program on 
Monday, February 13, pre-registration is required. This program is 
for infants and their parent/caregiver. This afternoon session is 
offered from 1:30-3:30. Please visit the Ontario Early Years Centre 
or call 905-834-9071 ext. 238 or email oeyc-pc@portcares.on.ca to 

Jump and Jiggle/Paint & Wiggle - Interactive Toddler Program 
on Wednesday, February 15,22 and 29 from 9:30 -10:45, pre¬ 
registration is required. These morning sessions are for toddlers 
aged 18 months to 30 months and their parent/caregiver. Please 
visit the Ontario Early Years Centre or call 905-834-9071 ext. 238 
or email oeyc-pc@portcares.on.ca to register. 

Jump and Jiggle/Paint & Wiggle - Interactive Preschool Program 
on Thursday, February 16 and 23 from 9:30 -11:30, pre-registration 
is required. These morning sessions are for preschoolers aged 2% 
to 6 years old and their parent/caregiver. Please visit the Ontario 
Early Years Centre or call 905-834-9071 ext. 238 or email oeyc-pc@ 
portcares.on.ca to register. 

Infant Massage Program on Monday, February 27, March 5,12, 
and 19, pre-registration is required. This program is for infants, 
not yet moving independently, and their parent/caregiver. These 
afternoon sessions are offered from 1:30-3:30. Please visit the 
Ontario Early Years Centre or call 905-834-9071 ext. 238 or email 
oeyc-pc@portcares.on.ca to register. 

Developmental Preschool Screening is a preliminary screening 
tool that provides parents with information about their child's 
developmental milestones and to ensure that their developmental 
needs are being met. Please visit the Ontario Early Years Centre or 
call 905-834-9071 ext. 238 or email oeyc-pc@portcares.on.ca for 
more information. 



HOT-N-READY® PIZZA! READY WHEN YOU ARE! 



6161'Thorold Stone Rond, Niagara Falls, 905-353-1666 
5846 Drummond Ro ad, Niaga ra Falls, 905-354-1354 


No deliveries. No rain cheques. 


continued on page 16 
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ALONG THE LAKESHORE 


FROM PAGE 15 

The centre offers NutriSTEP(r), (Nutrition Screening Tool for 
Every Preschooler). NutriSTEP(r) is a fast and simple way to review 
eating habits and identify nutrition problems in 3 to 5 year old 
children. Please speak with staff if you are interested in completing 
a nutrition questionnaire for your child. Please visit the Ontario 
Early Years Centre or call 905-834-9071 ext. 238 or email oeyc-pc@ 
portcares.on.ca for more information. 

AT THE PORT COLBORE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

MONEY PARTY. Thursday, February 9,2012 6:30-7:30 p.m. and 
Monday, March 12,2012,6:30-7:30 p.m. 

Let's talk about money with financial maven Suzanne Hyne. Gain 


skills, knowledge and confidence to transform your financial future. 
To register in advance, contact Suzanne at 289-213-8388 or by 
email at suzannehyne@ymail.com. 

Wii Bowling for Seniors, Wednesday, Feb. 15th from 1:30-3:30 
p.m. Join us for an afternoon of fun, low-impact exercise, and a 
little friendly competition! Free admission. Free refreshments. Wii 
Bowling for seniors is presented the third Wednesday of the month, 
September to June. 

Tot Time with Stacey on Thursdays, from 10:30-11:30 a.m., 
Thursday, February 16,10:30am &#82U; 11:30am. Stories, crafts 
and games, for children ages 2 to 4. with their parents/caregivers. 
Cost is $1.00 per child per week. Pre-register at the Library. 

LIBRARY ebook and audiobook DOWNLOADS SEMINARS: 
Monday, March 5,2012,6-7 p.m. Free demonstrations on how 
to select, check out, and download ebooks & audiobooks from 
the Library site to your home computer, and transfer them to a 


portable device. Free. Space is limited. Pre-register at the Library. 

Small Hands Studio: Wonders of Winter Workshop. Monday 
evenings, January 16 to February 13th, from 6-7:30 p.m. Exercise 
your imagination this winter, as we paint, draw, and sculpt the 
season away. For ages 6 & up. To register contact Kelly Davies at 
905-834-8483 or at smallhandsstudio@cogeco.ca. Cost: 5 week 
session $65. Ask about savings for same family bookings. 

Kids Yoga with Nadia: begins Tuesday afternoons, January 17 to 
March 6 from 4-5:00 pm. Cost: 8 weeks $35 or $5 per drop in. For 
Ages 4-12. For more information or to register, call Nadia at 905- 
329-9841. 

Knitting: Winter Session begins Tuesday evenings, January 3 
from 7-9:00 pm. and Thursday afternoons January 12 from 1-3:00 
p.m. For more information on the Knitting Club schedule of classes 
or to join the Knitters' Club, call Vicki Fretz at 905-835-5373. 



All prices in effect 
FRIDAY, FEB. 10 until 
THURSDAY, FEB. 16,2012 
unless otherwise stated. 


249Killaly St. West qurwe^kly ™ Ienior^dm/^^ 

Comer Of Steele St. EIVFRIN Receive 4 * ; , 


COLBORNE www.mmmeatshops.com the in port news 


Receive 5% OFF , 
your purchase if 
you’re 60 or over. 
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■inPortbriefs 

BURSARY AWARD 

PORT C0LB0RNE-For the 


2012-2013, Chapter V, Niagara 
of the Drainage Superintendents 
Association of Ontario (DSAO) 
will be awarding a bursary with a 
value of $600, for post secondary 
education to a successful candidate 
within the district of Chapter 
V of the DSAO; which consists 
of the area within the Regional 
Municipality of Niagara, Haldimand 
County, Norfolk County, Brant 
County and the City of Hamilton. 

Applicants must be intending 
to further their education in an 
agricultural or water management 
related field and must graduate in 
2012 with a minimum B average 
(70% or greater) from an accredited 
secondary school within the DSAO 
Chapter V district. The bursary will 
be payable to the recipient early in 
the year 2013, upon filing proof of 
enrollment in the second semester 
of post secondary studies. The 
bursary may only be used at post 
secondary institutions (colleges and 
universities) within the province of 
Ontario. There is no restriction on 
the program of studies; however, the 
studies must be in a field which is, in 
some manner, related to agriculture 
and/or water management. 

Contact the guidance department 
of the secondary school which 
you are currently attending, and 
ask for a copy of the Drainage 
Superintendents Association 
of Ontario Chapter V, Niagara 
Ralph Bradley Memorial Bursary 
Guidelines and application for the 
Ralph Bradley Memorial Bursary 

JIU-JITSU SEMINAR 

PORT COLBORNE - Dayboll 


Jiu-Jitsu will present a seminar with 
Pablo Popovich on Sunday, Feb. 19 
at its Port Colborne location, 

408 Catharine St. 

Popovich is a world submission 
wrestling champion, three time world 
jiu-jitsu champion and a three time 
Pan American jiu-jitsu champion. 

All are invited, though only 40 
spots are available. The cost is $75 
US for the seminar. Call 772-405- 
8326 or 905-835-9300 for more 
information. 

FIREARMS CHARGES LAID 

WAINFLEET - A 44-year-old 
Wainfleet man has been charged 
with firearms offences after police 
were tipped off that a resident was 
in possession of several firearms 
without a permit and were storing 
the guns in an unsafe manner. 

Niagara Regional Police 
commenced an investigation Friday, 
the same day an arrest was made. 

Wayne Shoemaker is charged 
with three counts of unsafe storage 
of firearm. 

Police are reminding gun owners 
that firearms are to be stored in 
accordance with the Canadian 
Firearms Act. More information 
on proper firearm handling, 
transportation and storage can be 
found at www.rcmp-grc.gc.ca/cfp- 
pcaf/pol-leg/act-loi-eng.htm. 

REGION RETAINS RATING 

THOROLD - Niagara Region has 
maintained its AA credit rating as a 


result of "a strong liquidity and 
moderate debt burden," according 
to a report by bond-rating agency 
Standard and Poor's. 

Niagara’s regional government 
had $295 million of net debt at 
the end of 2010 and its debt ratio 


its global peers, but slightly higher 
than similarly rated domestic peers. 

“The affirmation of our AA credit 
rating is welcome news for the 
Niagara Region, especially given 
today's challenging economic 
climate," said regional Chair Gary 
Burroughs. “This sends a positive 
message to investors and Niagara 
residents that the efforts and 
accomplishments of regional 
council and our management 
team demonstrate that Niagara 
continues a strong record of fiscal 
management ensuring a strong 
financial foundation." 

AN 1812 FAMILY DAY 

LINCOLN-Ball'sFalls 
Conservation Area will host A Winter 
Day in 1812 on Monday, Feb. 20, in 
celebration of Family Day. 

Guests will take a step back in 
time and experience the sights and 
sounds of the military occupation of 
Ball's Falls, where mills were crucial 
to victory during the war. Activities 
will run from 11 a.m. until 3 p.m. and 
include military re-enactors and 
target shooting demonstrations. 

For more information, visit www. 
ballsfalls.ca. 



sromsinr 




TEMPERATURES ARE 
FALLING!*** 

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE I 

ON FURNACE & 

MR CONDITIONING PACKAGES 

WE SERVICE ALL MAKES & MODELS! Z^ 

Heating & Air Conditioning *K ** n* 
_____ Residential - Commercial P*/ 

BOB REID 905-892-7787^; 



When the electricity fails... 

how will you be 
AFFECTED? 


Cor nell Feenstra Electric L td. 

All Types of Electrical Installation 
Pole Line Installation & Aerial Bucket Thick Service 

Call: 905-899-2373 • Fax: 905-899-8383 


4 




PRICE 

WATERPROOF "1 try % I LINER & I 

-It*! ^ m \ waterproof] 

A* tin 

-^2 ND PAIR fed I—1| 

I I 



I Name 

1 SHOE WAREHOUSE 


leg 29.99 

2ND PAIR 


NIAGARA FALLS BEAMSVILLE PORT COLBORNE DUNNVILLE 

6604 LUNDY’S LANE • 905-356-0756 4986 KING STREET *905-563-9762 58 PROSPERITY AVE • 905-834-7464 205 QUEEN ST *905-791-5717 
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■ BUSES: System carried just 28% of expected riders and earned 50% of projected revenue in first few months 

Region transit off to sluggish start 


QMI Agency 

THOROLD - Niagara 
Region Transit is off to a 
struggling start, carrying just 
one-quarter of the projected 
riders while earning half the 
money predicted in its first 
months on the road. 

Regional council's public 


works committee heard the 
17,667 riders the region bus 
system drew from September 
through December was just 
28% of the 63,000 riders it was 
projected to carry, equal to 
240 riders a day. 

It missed its $143,000 cash 
target, too, pulling in an esti¬ 
mated $70,929 for the region 


— about half the revenue 
aimed for. 

The ridership and revenue 
report came on the heels of 
a separate recommendation 
to offset a March fare hike 
with monthly bus passes 
and 10-ride tickets for the 
fledgling transit pilot project 
that connects St. Catharines, 


Welland and Niagara Falls. 

“We know that municipal 
transit systems are money- 
losers, but this seems extraor¬ 
dinary,” said St. Catharines 
Coun. Andy Petrowski of the 
system’s ridership. 

The numbers were no sur¬ 
prise, said transportation direc¬ 
tor Joe Cousins. He said the 


consultant behind the system 
and bus-business counterparts 
at Durham Region Transit had 
cautioned that ridership could 
miss the mark in the early 
going. And he said there was 
positive news, as ridership rose 
as each month went on. 

"Month over month there 
was growth in ridership. 


which is good news,” he said. 

“Overall, we’re a little dis¬ 
appointed in the numbers." 

Nevertheless, he said, 
“it does take a considerable 
amount of time for a system 
to mature and for ridership to 

see TRANSIT | page 19 
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B TRANSIT 


Region’s monthly bus pass would come at high cost 


FROM PAGE 18 

The system’s overall take 
was $88,335, but the region 
only gets $70,929 because of 
cost-sharing with the three 
municipal bus systems. Those 
three, operating in Welland, St. 
Catharines and Niagara Falls, 
receive the other $17,406. 

Figures for the system’s 


feeder routes to Port Colbome 
and Fort Erie weren’t 
available. 

It costs about $2.7 million 
annually to run the system. 
The region was banking on 
generating just more than 
$650,000 in revenue from 

The general fare for a single 


regional bus ride will leap to 
$6 from $5 in March. But the 
new fare plan, which the com¬ 
mittee recommended heav¬ 
ily, will see seniors and high 
schoolers still paying the $5 

A 10-fare ticket would cost 
$45 and a monthly pass $160. 
For seniors and students, it 


would be $40 and $130. Kids 
under age five would ride for 
free. 

That still puts the region's 
fare at roughly double the 
average for a system in a 
municipality of its size. 

And the region’s monthly 
pass would cost more than a 
monthly pass on the Toronto 


Transit Commission, which 
runs $126 for an adult fare. 

If council approves that, 
staff figured it would take 
eight to 10 weeks to produce 
the passes. They figured they 
could realistically field the 
passes by the week of April 
9 — about a month after the 
fare hike comes in. 


Cousins said the region 
actually brought in more fare 
cash than its ridership would 
imply, because more riders 
rode direct, getting straight 
on and off a region bus. That 
means the region keeps the 
full fare. It must split the cash 
with the cities if a rider trans¬ 
fers from a municipal system. 



ILotoall Merchants 




DENNIS O’REILLY 
CONTRACTING AND CARPENTRY 


Look no further to get professional results 

• Remolding the Niagara Region for the past decade 

• Dedicated to providing the finest quality of service and 
materials for your dollar 

• Written warranties 

Always a fast, friendly 
and FREE estimate 

“Don’t settle on part time service” 

Ph: 905-894-8599 



ffiyowioouldlik&tty 






(Im al$06 JS2 2411 wt286' or 
email at lmllisofMioe//amltrilmne.ca 



SUGARING 


GEL NAILS 


EAR SERVICES 


special earrings 
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r NOMINATION FORM 



“NOMINATION DEADLINE FRIDAY, MARCH 16,2012 5:00 P.M ” 


Please provide a brief description of the nominee's contributions to their family and com¬ 
munity as well as a brief description of the nominee's efforts in school. (You may attach your 
description if more space is required to a maximum of 1 ,OOOwords. ) 


City/Town: 


Age: Q 6-12 Ql 3-18 


NOMINATOR'S CHECKLIST 

Before forwarding your nominations, please ensure you’ve 
completed the follr ’- 


I NOMINATOR'S DESCRIPTION: 


Category: I I Cool to be Kind □Against the odds □ Personal Best 


Mail or drop off completed nomination form to: 

THE TRIBUNE 228 East Main St. P.O. Box 278 Welland, ON L3B 5P5 


Please note: Complete nomination form, letters of support and any other 
materials submitted will not be returned 


Judging Criteria 

Nominees must be a resident of Pelham, Port Colborne, Wainfleet or Welland. Their accomplishments must have occured within the past year. There is a 1,000 word limit for all 
nominations. No additional material will be accepted. Judges will rale each nominee from 1 -10 in the following: 

• What has the nominee accomplished during the past year? 

• How has this accomplishment impacted on themselves and/or others? 

• Why did the nominee set out to do this? 

24 Semi finalists will be honoured at the Great Kids Awards Gala on Sunday April 29th at Club Castropignano 

COOL TO BE KIND Nominees will have performed a service or act of kindness, support or encouragement to a friend, family, neighbour or stranger with no personal gain for 
themselves. This could be an ongoing or one-time service to an individual, group or community. 

PERSONAL BEST Nominees will have achieved a level of performance beyond what might have been expected. This could mean achieving a top performance overall or 
performance to the best of their ability. Achievements can be in any area including business, 
academics, athletics, music, art, writing, drama, etc. 

AGAINST THE ODDS Nominees will have shown great strength, ambition and dedication in overcoming a mental, physical, personal, economic or ei 
achieve a goal. 


Brought to you by 

THE TRIBUNE 

making a difference...daily 
and the following sponsors: 

TITLE SPONSOR 


GOLD LEVEL SPONSORS 


^7 YMCA 
NIAGARA 
CENTRE 


BRONZE LEVEL SPONSORS 

^cflnnDinnTiRE 


sag 


Utour money. Your way. Imagine that 

PLATINUM SPONSORS 

0 ^COGECQ 


SILVER LEVEL SPONSORS M 
BRON ZE LEVE L S P ONS ORS 


LAWMANS 
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classifiedextra.ca 


Canada’s largest and most trusted 
print and online classifieds network 


Announcements 
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Place it! Sell it! 



Sit back and relax! 


classifiedextra.ca delivers a powerful combination of 
newspaper and online advertising which is the 
preferred choice of Canadian consumers for delivering 
fast and effective results! 

Canada’s largest print and online classifieds network 

classifiedextraxa 


L£lli!i3.ca ^XHoOf. 


diLNTADA 


A Quebecor Media Company 
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■ OPPORTUNITY: Port girl heads to Europe 

To travel, or not to travel 


MICHELLE PRESS' 

For InPort News 

It was December of my 
senior year when I admit¬ 
ted something to myself that 
I’d been trying to deny for a 
while. 

I, MichElle Presse, didn’t 
want to go to school - I 
wanted to travel. This seed- 
of-an-idea was first planted 
in my head after I’d already 
filled out my applications to 
every journalism program in 
Ontario, when the image of 
walking across a campus with 
ivory-covered buildings and 
spending my time studying 
flash cards was still slightly 
appealing. 

I spent many sleepless 
nights arguing with myself 
and thinking: "To travel, 
or not to travel - that is the 
question.” Eventually, I had 
the courage to admit these 
feelings to my parents, my 
current boyfriend, and my 
friends. But most impor¬ 


tantly, I admitted this to 
myself, allowing my mind 
to wander into the great big 
world that went far beyond 
Port Colbome. 

When people heard that I 
was going to pursue travel¬ 
ing for one year, I got mixed 
reactions, and the most 
common question I got was, 
“Aren’t you scared to move 
halfway across the world by 
yourself?" Of course I was 
scared. In fact, I was terrified. 
But I needed to get out of my 
comfort zone, and I decided 
that instead of going to uni¬ 
versity in the fall, I was going 
to move to Italy. 

“Why Italy?” you ask. Of 
course there are a series of 
reasons, the most important 
being that this was the land 
that gave the world pizza, 
pasta and gelato. Italy is a 
country where beauty, pas¬ 
sion and inspiration triumph, 
and I wanted to be a part of 
it. I wanted to go somewhere 
I’d never been. I did live in 


France during grade 11 on 
exchange, which caused 
everyone to wonder why I 
wouldn’t just return where I 
already had connections and 
spoke the language. 

First of all, if I went back to 
France, I wouldn't necessarily 
feel out of my comfort zone. 
And secondly, there wasn’t 
enough pasta. 

So I packed my bags and 
moved to Rome. Beautiful 
Rome, where the wine is 
expensive, the fashion is 
mind blowing, and the men 
are more beautiful than 
Michelangelo’s marble stat¬ 
ues. During my time off in 
high school I spoke to people 
who lived in Rome and found 
a job. I did all of this easily, 
and became an au pair. 

An au pair is a young nanny 
who looks after children with 
the purpose of exposing them 
to the English language. I 
couldn’t afford to do this on 
my own, but as an au pair 
you live with the family for 


free. In short, I’m getting paid 
to live in a beautiful 5 story 
house in the most histori¬ 
cal part of Rome as long as I 
speak English and play with 
children. It’s a good life, but 
someone has to live it, right? 

Throughout my journey. 
I've already traveled across 
Italy, Germany, Austria and 
the Czech Republic. I plan 
on visiting more countries 
before I kiss Rome sweet 
Rome goodbye in June, which 
is when my tourist visa ends. 

After that, I plan on staying 
home for the summer to work 
and spend time with family 
before jetting off to my next 
adventure. And in case you’re 
wondering what exactly that 
adventure is, I can’t quite tell 
you, because even I don’t 
know. I’m considering moving 
to New York to concentrate on 
my writing, or to Nova Scotia 
to attend university and get 
my degree in journalism. 

When people hear my 
story, a lot of people say, “I 



wish I could do that!” Let me 
just say that you can. I didn’t 
win this experience - I made 
it happen. Anything and 
everything is possible with 
determination, which is why 
I decided to write this article. 
If anyone in high school is 
unsure about what to do after 
graduation, I encourage you 
to travel. 

As my mom once said, 
“Home and school isn’t 
going anywhere. When 


you’re ready, it’s here. But 
the opportunity to travel 
across Europe to study a new 
language, meet interesting 
people, see beautiful things 
and learn more than you ever 
could on a chalkboard? That’s 
the kind of education that 
money can’t buy.” I couldn't 
possibly agree with her more. 

If you’re interested in read¬ 
ing more about my experi¬ 
ence abroad, visit my blog at 
www.pressel7.blogspot.com. 
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